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ASSOCIATION NEWS
Happy Holidays, Newtown!
Season’s greetings! On Sunday, December 8, 2019, many residents and invited guests attended the
annual Happy Holidays event held at the Recreation Center. Attendees enjoyed music performances by the
“Over the Hilltop Serenaders” and “Anju Madoka”, a fun trivia game presented by the event’s emcee, Rick
Lau, yummy food and desserts, and good company! Each household had an opportunity to win one door
prize, including the grand prize.
The Newtown Estates Community Association (NECA) would like to thank the following organizations
and individuals for their generous donations and contributions in making this joyous event a successful one:











Atlas Insurance
Hawaiian Properties
Over the Hilltop Serenaders
Triple F Distributing
Wallace and Diane Kazama
Rick Lau
Keiji and Amy Tsuhako
Ray and Fay Uyema
Membership Policy Program Committee
NECA Staff

Upcoming NNSW Presentation

Congratulations Jocelyn Nakashige, the
winner of the $100 Foodland Gift Card
Grand Prize!

The Newtown Neighborhood Watch Program (NNSW) and the Safety & Security Community Program
of NECA together with the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) will host an “Active Shooter” presentation at
the Recreation Center on Monday, January 27, 2020, at 7 p.m.
This important presentation is free and open to Newtown residents only. Registration will be required
to attend as seating will be limited. Residents may register in-person at the Recreation Center or by email at
info@newtownestates.org. Please include your name, property address, phone number, and the number of
people attending in your email. Thank you.
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A Message from the General Manager
Holiday Health & Safety Tips
Here are some tips that may make for a healthier, safer, and hopefully a less stressful holiday
season for all:










Wash your hands. Use soap and clean running water (rub hands together for at least 20
seconds). Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t
have tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow, not your hands.
Manage stress. Balance work, home, and play. Keep a relaxed and positive outlook. Make
sure to get the proper amount of sleep every night.
Travel safely. Wear a seat belt every time you drive or ride in a motor vehicle. Don’t drink
and drive, and don’t allow someone else to drink and drive. Always buckle your child in the
car using a child safety seat, booster seat, or seat belt that is appropriate for his/her height,
weight, and age.
Get your check-ups and vaccinations. Schedule a visit with your health care provider for
needed exams and screenings. Ask what vaccinations and tests you should get based on
your age, lifestyle, travel plans, medical history, and family health history.
Watch children closely. Keep potentially dangerous toys, food, drinks, household items,
choking hazards (like coins and hard candy), and other foreign objects out of a child’s reach.
Handle and prepare food safely. Avoid cross-contamination by keeping raw meat, poultry,
seafood, and eggs (including their juices) away from ready-to-eat foods and eating surfaces.
Cook foods to the proper temperature and refrigerate foods promptly. Do not leave
perishable foods out for more than two (2) hours.
Eat healthy, and stay active. With balance and moderation, choose fresh fruit as a festive
and sweet substitute for candy. Limit your fats, salt, and sugary foods. Find fun ways to stay
active for at least 2½ hours a week. Help your kids, teens, and pets to be active for at least
one hour a day.

May peace and joy be with you and your family throughout this holiday season!
Sincerely, D. Jang and Board of Directors

Board of Directors Meetings, Motions through November 2019




Motion to Approve:

Result

Voting by Directors

Audit report for the FYE August 30, 2019
Financial Statements for April through June 2019
Best Vinyl’s proposal to install a fence enclosure
for the inverters at a cost of $3,067.54

Passed
Passed
Passed

7 in favor/0 opposed
7 in favor/0 opposed
8 in favor/0 opposed

NECA Board meetings are scheduled on the first Wednesday of each month. Board meetings are
held at the Recreation Center and begin promptly at 7 p.m. All homeowners are welcome to attend.
Please complete the attendance sheet as you enter the Upstairs Lounge.
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Architectural Design and Covenant Enforcement Department
Holiday Home Safety Tips
Here are tips to keep your house and family safe from fire and injury during this holiday season:

















Checking the Lights: Carefully inspect holiday light strings and discard any frayed cords,
cracked lamp holders, or loose bulbs. When replacing bulbs, unplug the light string. Ensure
the voltage and wattage match the original bulbs, otherwise it may overheat. Never
overload extension cords or wall sockets.
Hanging Outdoor Lights: Keep electrical connectors off the ground and away from metal
rain gutters. Hang outdoor lights by securing them with clips, hooks or insulated holders.
Tacks and nails can damage wiring and cause dangerous electrical arcs, especially during wet
weather.
Using Extension Cords: Never connect more than one extension cord together. Instead, use
a single cord that is long enough to reach the outlet without stretching, but not so long that
it can become easily tangled.
Water the Tree: Keep your Christmas tree watered and away from open candles. For
artificial pre-lit trees, make sure you choose one that’s certified as UL-rated.
Turn Everything Off: Always turn off holiday lights when you leave the house unattended or
when going to bed. Unplug the tree and make sure outside decorations are off. For outdoor
lights, use an outdoor timer certified by CSA International to switch lights on and off.
Climbing Up: Are you using a ladder to put up lights? Choose the correct ladder for the job.
Make sure all four legs are firmly on the ground and never stand on the top ladder step.
Gasoline and Carbon Monoxide: Do not store combustible materials such as gasoline,
propane, paper, chemicals, paint, rags, and cleaning products near gas. Do not use
generators, grills, or other gasoline- or charcoal-burning devices inside your home or garage.
Install a smoke detector and carbon monoxide detector in your home. Test them once a
month and replace batteries twice a year.
Give Candles Clearance: Give candles at least twelve (12) inches of clearance on all sides,
and display them on sturdy bases protected by hurricane globes. A safe substitution from
wax is the soft light of flameless candles that is battery-operated and come in a variety of
styles and sizes.
Cook with Care: The stove and oven work as hard as you do during the holidays. Always
cook with care and remember that kitchen equipment is the leading cause of home
fires year-round.
Fire Extinguishers: Look to purchase one or more multipurpose (ABC) dry chemical fire
extinguishers for your home. They can be used on all three types of fires: combustible
materials (wood, cloth, paper), flammable liquids (oil, gasoline, grease), and electrical fires.
Be sure to keep one handy in the kitchen where you can easily access during an emergency.
Neighborly Watchfulness: Talk with homeowners on either side of your property and
across the street about watching out for one another. If one family plans on being away for
the evening, another can keep an eye on the empty house.
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“Dear NECA Corner”
The Architectural Design and Covenant Enforcement Department would like to welcome you back
to “Dear NECA Corner.” This column addresses questions regarding architectural and covenant inquiries
posed by property owners and residents of NECA. If you have a question and would like to have it
addressed by the Architectural and Covenant Enforcement Department, email info@newtownestates.org.

Dear NECA Corner,
I am looking to renovate the inside of my house, my bathrooms to be exact. Do I need to obtain
an approval from the Architectural Committee before starting any work? –DIY Project Manager
Dear DIY Project Manager,
Thank you for your question. The answer is no. Architectural Committee approvals are only required
on projects that modify the exterior of a house or property. Exterior painting, changing a garage door,
landscaping work, and building an addition are just a few examples of when you must submit an
Architectural Application Form to request an approval from the Architectural Committee.

No Committee Meetings – December 2019
Committee members will be taking some well-deserved time off in December to enjoy the holiday
season. There will be no Committee meetings held this month. Meetings will resume in January 2020.
Thank you for your understanding.

“RC Insight”
Welcome back to “RC Insight”. This column focuses on issues and concerns regarding the
Recreation Center and its premises. Please email your questions to info@newtownestates.org.
Dear RC Insight,
What are the hours of the Newtown Recreation Center and how much do guest fees cost? –New
to the Newtown Community
Dear New to the Newtown Community,
Thank you for your questions and welcome to Newtown! To answer your first question, the
Recreation Center is open daily from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. However, doors are secured nightly at 9:15 p.m.,
except on holidays. Please see page 5 of this newsletter edition for a list of the holiday hours for the
Recreation Center.
In response to your second question, each household in good standing is allowed to sign-in five (5)
guests per day. Guests are non-member adults, children, and infants. The guest fees are $3 for adults and
$2 for children ages 5-17 years old. There is no charge for children under the age of 5.
Some rules to follow when bringing in a guest: the resident must remain on the premises with their
guest(s) at all time, only one (1) guest is allowed to accompany a resident into the Health Club/Gym at a
time, and guests are not allowed to check out any NECA equipment. For the complete list of rules, see the
NECA Recreation Center & Premises Rules and Regulations. A copy is posted at the Recreation Center.
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RECREATION CENTER NEWS
Halloween Happenings – October 2019
Thank you to residents and their guests for attending the 2019 Halloween Happenings event held on Friday,
October 25, 2019. Participants enjoyed an evening filled with Halloween games, cupcake decorating, arts and
crafts, refreshments, and a FUN House created by Troop 488 Scouts.
Special thanks to the following organizations and individuals for their help and support in making this a
successful event:







Eileen Jackson
Ray Uyema
Boy Scout Pack 488
Boy Scout Troop 488
Membership Policy Program Committee
NECA Staff

Holiday Hours Now through December 2020

Sean “Baby Shark” Kikuchi and
family pose for a photo.

Mark your calendars. Doors close 45-minutes prior to closing time.






















Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25
New Years Eve, Tuesday, December 31
New Years Day, Wednesday, January 1
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Monday, January 20
President’s Day, Monday, February 17
Prince Kuhio Day, Thursday, March 26
Good Friday, Friday, April 10
Easter Sunday, Sunday, April 12
Memorial Day, Monday, May 25
King Kamehameha Day, Thursday, June 11
Independence Day, Friday, July 3 (Observed)
Independence Day, Saturday, July 4
Statehood Day, Friday, August 21
Labor Day, Monday, September 7
Columbus Day, Monday, October 12
Veterans Day, Wednesday, November 11
Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 25
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26
Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24
Christmas Day, Friday, December 25

Closes 12 p.m.
CLOSED
Closes 12 p.m.
CLOSED
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes at 4:45 p.m.
CLOSED
Closes at 12 p.m.
CLOSED

Newtown Quarterly, December 2019 – February 2020

Page 6

Free Activities for Members Only: Registration is Required
Free activities are listed under each day, in alphabetical order, below. No activities or classes are
held on Sundays. Call the Recreation Center at (808) 487-3806 for more information.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

-Badminton
-Billiards
-Fly Tying
-Judo
-Mahjong P.M.
-Pickleball
-Rubber
Stamping
-Wellness in
Walking
-Yoga, Holistic
-Yoga, Power
-Zumba

-Aerobics
-Hanafuda
-Japanese
-Learn Poker
-Line Dancing
-Table Tennis
-Tennis Club

-Bridge
-Guitar
-Hula
-Jewelry
Making
-Judo
-Line Dancing
-Mahjong P.M.
-Strong by
Zumba
-Table Tennis
-Tai Chi
-Wellness in
Walking

-Aerobics
-Badminton
-Ikebana
-Karaoke Club
-Mahjong
-Table Tennis
-Tennis Club
-Yoga, Power

-Badminton
-Bridge
-Pickleball
-Table Tennis
-Ukulele (Adv)
-Ukulele (Beg)
-Wellness in
Walking
-Yoga
-Yoga, Body &
Brain
-Zumba

-Aerobics
-Yoga, Power

Paid Classes (Members only)
Days:
Times:
Instructor:
Fee:

Piano
Mondays
1-4:30 p.m.
Lourdes Cabinatan
See instructor

Osteo-Cise
Tuesdays
2-2:45 p.m.
Marcie Nowack
See instructor

Strength Training
Tuesdays
3-3:45 p.m.
Marcie Nowack
See instructor

NECA Sports Program
Monday-Friday
Begins at 3 p.m.
NECA Front Office

Boy Scouts
Fridays
7 p.m.
Albert Rivera, see page 11

Cub Scouts
Fridays
7 p.m.
Ryan Ota, see page 11

Other Programs
Days:
Times:
Contact:

NNSW and Sub-Association Meetings
Days:
Times:
Contact:

Neighborhood Security Watch Program
3rd Tuesday of odd months
7 p.m.
Kathy Ebey, Program Coordinator

Sub-Associations
Monday-Thursday
Evenings
Sub-Association Property Manager
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Newtown Neighborhood Security Watch (NNSW) Program
Submitted by NNSW Program Coordinator Kathy Ebey
I want to start by thanking all of our Newtown Neighborhood Security Watch Block Captains and
Members. Your “eyes and ears” around our Neighborhood have resulted in a really low crime rate once
again. Since our last Newsletter article, we have experienced a total of only 15 reported crimes in Newtown
Estates Community Association -- 2 burglaries, 1 theft, 1 car theft, 5 car break-ins, 5 property damages, and
one drug offense. That is outstanding for a community of our size!
This is the time of year that we begin to think about decorations, food, gifts, travel, friends, and
families. But let’s not forget that the “bad guys” are just waiting for us to think too much about those things
and not enough about our safety and security. DON’T LET DOWN YOUR GUARD! Many of us will be doing
more driving (to parties, to malls, etc.) and more walking (increased exercise to work off extra calories), both
daytime and after dark, than we usually do.
Here are some things to remember when driving:








Always be prepared to stop, especially when approaching crosswalks, as a pedestrian may be
hidden from your view by the car next to you.
Always be vigilant -- look for pedestrian movement in your direction.
Always yield to pedestrians in crosswalks on your side of the road, or entering your side of the
road.
Always be prepared for pedestrians that are hidden from your view by stopped vehicles on
multi-lane streets.
Always watch for pedestrians, especially those in dark clothing, and always use your headlights
when driving between dusk and dawn. Don’t forget that daytime running lights are NOT
headlights in the dark.
Always watch for pedestrians when backing out of driveways or parking stalls. Children
especially can be hidden from view.
Always make sure you are fit to drive. Any physical or medical changes can alter your driving
abilities.

Here are some things to remember when walking:








Always cross the street at a crosswalk. If none is available, always cross at a corner.
Always be vigilant, looking left-right-left and continue to look while crossing the street
Always remember to only enter the crosswalk if the white “man” is visible at those intersections
with pedestrian crossing signals. Do NOT enter the crosswalk if the signal is already counting
down.
Always walk when crossing the street -- never run.
Always were bright or reflective clothing when walking between dusk and dawn.
Always watch for vehicles backing out of driveways or parking stalls.
Always walk on the side of the roadway facing on-coming traffic if there are no sidewalks.
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(continued)
And here are a few “holiday shopping” tips:









Always lock your car at the shopping mall.
Always ensure that nothing of any value (coins, garage door opener, sports equipment,
packages (boxes, bags, etc.) is visible in your car.
Always move your car to a new location if you bring packages out and put them in your
trunk.
Always have your car keys ready to unlock your car so you don’t have to fumble around in
your purse/pocket. If possible, unlock your car, get inside with all of your packages, close
and lock the door, and then deposit your packages in the passenger/back seat.
Always be alert when unloading your car at your home. Don’t park half-way down the street
and leave your car unlocked while you go unlock your front door.
Always make sure that none of the presents under your tree are visible to people passing by
on the street, or even someone trying to peek in your windows to see what’s under the tree.
Always make sure after the gifts have been opened that none of the boxes (the ones the
new TV, gaming machine, sound system, etc., came in) are just set out for bulky item
pickup. Cut them up and place them in the grey or blue bin. No sense publicizing what you
got for Christmas that is now available to be stolen from your house/car.

The above “suggestions” are not intended to be a complete list, but merely to get your mind
thinking about safety and security during this very busy time of year.
If you are interested in becoming an NNSW member, a Block Captain for your immediate neighbors,
or an Assistant Coordinator for one of the sub-associations, please provide your contact information to the
Recreation Center Front Desk personnel and tell them it is for the NNSW Security Watch Coordinator. I will
do my best to get back to you in a timely manner.

Scouting News
Submitted and written by Nel Miyashiro
During the month of September, Troop 488 held
their Court of Honor, a formal event to recognize the
achievements and accomplishments of the Scouts. The
Scouts worked very diligently throughout months of
explaining, learning, exploring, and writing their way to
earning merit badges and completing requirements for
rank advancements. In symphony, they have earned a
total of 90 merit badges and 15 rank advancements.
Congratulations to all!

Photo credit by Nel Miyashiro
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(continued)
Troop 488 Scouts and Leaders had the opportunity to share their generosity and two hours of their
day with clients and their families at the Shriners Hospital ‘Ohana Center. They graciously donated more than
twenty new and gently used board games to the ‘Ohana Center for the families to enjoy the playtime.
Although the clients spoke minimal to no English and were challenged with their disabilities, the Scout
successfully interacted and played the board games with them. The clients and families of the ‘Ohana center
were appreciative and delighted that the scouts spent part of their day with them.

Photo credit by Mel Miyashiro

Troop 488 Scouts and leaders attended Aloha Council Camporee held on Schofield Barracks, Area X.
During the weekend long camp, they collaboratively shared their scouting knowledge with each other. On
day two, they implemented their knowledge as they competed with other patrols in a variety of scouting
skills. At the completion of camp, Troop 488 scouts received 1 st place in Fire to Boil water and uniform
inspection with cleanest campsite. They also received 2nd place for bottled knots, and 3rd place for hang the
log. They sure had a lot of fun!

Photo credit by Nel Miyashiro
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(continued)
The fall break kept the scouts busy with another service project. Along with Mr. Richard Montano,
Assistant Scoutmaster and a few parents, they spend the morning in knee-deep water and mud. The Scouts
earned 3 volunteer hours in conservation as they assisted with the restoration and rehabilitation of Paepae o
He'eia Fishpond in Kaneohe Bay. The morning began with a pule (a Hawaiian prayer) then continued with
tasks including; moving rock and coral, filling buckets, hauling floating barges through the water,
cutting/pulling out invasive mangrove, invasive limu removal, trash pickup, and reconstruction of the
kuapa. Although the work was labor intensive, it was also rewarding to see a portion of the pond cleared by
the invasive plants and debris. The Scouts concluded their day as the staff treated them with a hot plate of
homemade kalua pig and cabbage with rice.

Photo credit by Nel Miyashiro

NECA Halloween Fun Event is always a highlight for Troop 488 Scouts, leaders, and parents to assist
and participate each year. They spent three evenings after school and work designing, building, and
meticulously implementing a safe Halloween Fun House with a Nerf shooting gallery. Their creations were a
hit as children and their families navigated thru the fog filled, glow in the dark maze. It was amazingly fun for
everyone!

Photo credit by Nel Miyashiro
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(continued)
In November, Troop 488 scouts, Mrs. Michelle Nater, Assistant Scoutmaster and a few parents had an
opportunity to volunteer with the Hawaii Foodbank. They spent 4.5 hours in an organized assembly line
assisting with packing food into boxes ready for delivery to the Seniors/Elderly on Oahu and Kaua’i. At the
conclusion, approximately 2000 boxes were stacked on pallets ready to be delivered and shipped.

Photo credit by Nel Miyashiro

As 2019 draws to a close, may your holiday season be all wrapped with good cheer and filled with
celebration for the New Year!
“Happiness is open to all, since, when you boil it down, it merely consists of contentment with what
you have got and doing what you can for other people”.
~Robert Baden-Powell

Photo credit by Christine Parker
***The Boy Scout Troop meets every Friday evening at 7:30 p.m. in the Arts & Crafts room, unless
otherwise noted. Boys ages 11 to 17 years interested in joining the Troop, please call or text Mr.
Albert Riviera, Scoutmaster, at 808.292.8331, or email: acr25info@hawaii.rr.com
***Boys ages 5 to 10 years interested in joining the Cub Scout Pack and for their meeting
schedule, please call or text Mr. Ryan Ota, at 808.284.4350, or email: ryanhota@gmail.com

