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ASSOCIATION NEWS
2019-2020 NECA Board of Directors
On Wednesday, August 7, 2019, the
Annual Meeting of the Newtown Estates
Community Association (NECA) was held at the
Recreation Center filling three (3) positions on the
Board of Directors. Thank you to those who were
in attendance and to all who submitted proxy
forms. NECA would also like to thank Hawaiian
Properties staff – Property Manager John Jepsen,
Lori Jessee, Amber Fujiyama, Kayla Jeffrey, and
NECA staff for their assistance and presence at
the Annual Meeting. Congratulations to the three
(3) directors who were elected to the NECA Board
of Directors. See results.

NNSW Safety and Security

Elected to the Board (3)
Howard Ishizuka (re-elected)
Anne Lopez
Faye Nishimura (re-elected)

Position
Secretary
Director
Director

Term Expires
2022
2022
2022

Elected to the Board (3)
Gordon Matsuoka
Robert Lee
Richard Yamasaki
Wallace Kazama
Sean Okamoto
Joy Uchida

Position
Term Expires
President
2021
Director
2021
Director
2021
Vice-President
2020
Director
2020
Treasurer
2020

Presentation

The Newtown Neighborhood Security Watch (NNSW) and the NECA Safety & Security Community
Program will be sponsoring a Q And A presentation with State Representative Sam Kong and City Councilmember
Brandon Elefante on Thursday, October 17, 2019, from 7-8:30 p.m., in the Upstairs Lounge of the Recreation
Center. This presentation will give residents a chance to ask questions regarding the safety and security issues
affecting our residents, neighborhood, and community.
To attend, you may register in-person by visiting the Recreation Center or by sending an email to
info@newtownestates.org. When emailing, please include your name, phone number, property address, and
the number of people attending. Early registration is recommended as seating is limited. Thank you.
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A Message from the General Manager
The Board of Directors of the Newtown Estates Community Association (NECA) and I would like to
introduce a new column to the Newtown Quarterly called the “RC Insight”. Similar to the “NECA Corner” which
addresses architectural and covenant issues and concerns, the “RC Insight” will address items pertaining to the
Recreation Center and its premises. This column will cover the importance of following the rules and regulations
listed in the NECA Recreation Center & Premises Rules and Regulations and answer questions homeowners and
residents may have. See Page 4.
For questions or concerns, please email info@newtownestates.org.
Sincerely, D. Jang and Board of Directors

Board of Directors Meetings, Motions through August 2019




Motion to Approve:

Result

Voting by Directors

Revised NECA Employee Handbook
The 2019-2020 NECA Operating Budget
Amendment of Recreation Center’s Holiday Hours

Passed
Passed
Passed

9 in favor/0 opposed
9 in favor/0 opposed
9 in favor/0 opposed

The Newtown Estates Community Association (NECA) Board meetings are scheduled on the first
Wednesday of each month. Board meetings are held at the Recreation Center and begin promptly at 7 p.m. All
homeowners are welcome to attend. Please complete the attendance sheet as you enter the Upstairs Lounge.

Architectural Design and Covenant Enforcement Department
“Dear NECA Corner”
The Architectural Design and Covenant Enforcement Department would like to welcome you back to
“Dear NECA Corner.” This column addresses questions regarding architectural and covenant inquiries posed by
property owners and residents of the Newtown Estates Community Association (NECA).
Dear NECA Corner,
My house needs to be repainted. Why do I need to submit an Architectural Application when I will be
painting my house the same color? –Paint by Numbers
Dear Paint by Numbers,
Architectural Committee approval is required for all houses and other structural exterior painting. An
application must be submitted for approval even when painting with existing or original colors. Color samples
must be provided. Repainting with an existing color is specifically not authorized in instances where a dwelling
was previously painted with an unapproved color or where approval of a color not on the NECA color list was due
to a delay in permit processing or error. Additionally, submitting an application allows NECA to update the file
of the property. For more information, please refer to the NECA Architectural Rules and Guidelines (ARG).
If you have a question and would like to have it addressed by the Architectural Design and Covenant
Enforcement Department, email info@newtownestates.org. Thank you.
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Architectural Application and Permitting for Property Owners
To prevent delays in having your Architectural Application processed, reviewed, and/or approved in a
timely matter, please ensure that all supporting documentations and materials are submitted at the same time
with your application, including paint swatch samples. For those who are submitting plans, two (2) hard copies
and an electronic file of your drawings or plans are required. An applicable scanning fee will be charged if no
electronic file is submitted.
The Architectural and Covenant Department of the Newtown Estates Community Association (NECA)
handles various requests; therefore, we encourage property owners to provide an email address as another
means of communicating with NECA. Property owner(s) are notified through email when a NECA Permit is ready
or if there are any questions regarding the application.
All issued permits have an expiration date. It is important a property owner to pick up his/her permit
soon after being notified, read all the conditions associated with the permit, and take note of the expiration date
prior to commencing work.
The Architectural Committee understands that certain circumstances may cause a project to be delayed.
If you find that your project will not be completed by the expiration date, please contact the Architectural and
Covenant Manager in writing, at least three (3) weeks prior to the expiration date of your permit. Should you
allow your permit to expire before the completion of your project, you will need to resubmit a new application
and obtain another approval from the Architectural Committee.
Remember, an architectural application must be submitted for ALL external modifications which include
repainting and reroofing as well. Thank you.

Landscape Revitalization Project Continues
The Covenant Inspector and a volunteer from the Covenant Enforcement Committee of the Newtown
Estates Community Association (NECA) are continuing their quest in conducting weekly property inspections in
the community. Inspections are currently being conducted in the Newtown Estates and Royal Summit areas.
Staff and volunteers can be recognized wearing bright colored vests and NECA shirts.
The Landscape Revitalization Project remains in progress along with routine inspections. ‘Reminder’
letters are being sent to property owners who are found not to be in compliance with NECA’s Master Declaration
of Covenants, Conditions, & Restrictions (MDCCR) and the Architectural Rules & Guidelines (ARG).





Below are the items that required the most attention:
Sidewalk planter strips
Areas with exposed or bare dirt
Overgrown lawns and weeds
Items encroaching or growing on to the sidewalk area

Another item that required addressing was missing name plates and house numbers. Section IX, item 5 of
the ARG states, "All residences must have easily readable house numbers affixed to the dwelling or, in the case of
single-family units, on the mailbox." Kindly ensure your house numbers are displayed and visible from the street.
Thank you for your efforts in maintaining your properties to beautify the community.
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Greenbelt
The Greenbelt area is conservation land owned by the Newtown Estates Community Association (NECA),
but under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). It is the individual
owners of the lots along the conservation district interface who will be responsible for the landscaping and
maintenance of the firebreak buffer. As a landowner along the Greenbelt, you are not mandated to create a
buffer, but instead have an option to develop one.
NECA is not obligated to clear the thirty (30) foot barriers in the Greenbelt, nor bear the cost to trim,
cut, or remove any grasses, plants, or trees, in addition to vegetation planted by property owners and residents.
Residents whose properties border the Greenbelt may enter may enter for maintenance; however, you do so at
your own risk. Safety and caution should be exercised when maintaining the vegetation along the perimeter of
your properties.
NECA and property owners may not remove or cut any trees in the Greenbelt area without first
obtaining an approval from DLNR.
Please note: The ridge along the right side of Royal Summit as you are heading up Kaahele Street does
not belong to NECA. This area is privately owned by a landowner.

RECREATION CENTER NEWS
RC
Welcome to the “RC Insight”. This column will focus on the issues and concerns regarding the
Recreation Center and its premises. If you have questions, please email info@newtownestates.org. Thank you.
Dear RC Insight,
Why is it necessary to shower before entering the swimming pool? –Swimmer 4 Life
Dear Swimmer 4 Life,
Showering before entering the swimming pool is one of the best ways to protect you and other
swimmers from any recreational water illnesses. A thorough pre-swim shower with soap washes away
impurities such as sweat, lotions, cosmetics, sunscreen, bacteria and organic matter from your body and helps
prevent these types of contaminants from entering the pool. Chlorine and other pool disinfectants helps to
protect swimmers from waterborne germs but if the contaminants levels are too high, these disinfectants may
become ineffective in safeguarding your health.
The Aiea Swimming Pool is open 15.50 hours a week) and the Manana Swimming Pool is open 16.50
hours a week) whereas the Recreation Center’s pool hours are from 8 a.m. until 9:30 p.m. daily or 94.50 hours a
week. Now imagine if only a fraction of the approximately two hundred and sixty (260) members and forty (40)
non-members who visit the Recreation Center everyday enters the pool without showering. The amount of
contaminants would add up, wouldn’t they?
So next time you go for a refreshing dip in the pool, please do your part – take a thorough shower first!
Go, make it a habit and others will surely follow, or remind them. After all, it is Rule #4 of the Swimming Pool
Rules.
A copy of the entire NECA Recreation & Premises Rules and Regulations is posted at the Recreation
Center. Thank you for your understanding.
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RECREATION CENTER NEWS
Holiday Hours through December 2019
Mark your calendars.
 Columbus Day, Monday, October 14
 Election Day, Tuesday, November 5
 Veterans Day, Monday, November 11
 Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 21
 Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 22
 Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24
 Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25

Closes 6 p.m.
Regular hours (8 a.m. – 9:45 p.m.)
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes at 4:45 p.m.
CLOSED
Closes at 12 p.m.
CLOSED

Two Upcoming Events – Registration Required
1.
Halloween Happenings
Kick of the 2019 holiday season with friends and family at NECA’s annual Halloween Happenings! Enjoy
family-friendly games and activities, arts and crafts, light refreshments, and more! All ages are
welcome!
Date: Friday, October 25, 2019
Time: 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Cost for Members:
Ages 12 and over: $1 PER MEMBER
Ages 11 and under: $3 PER CHILD MEMBER
Cost for Guests (must be accompanied by member):
Ages 12 and over: $4 PER GUEST
Ages 11 and under: $5 PER CHILD GUEST
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN - To register:
 Registration is mandatory for all wishing to participate. NECA will accept registration through
Friday, October 18, 2019, or as soon as the first seventy (70) children have been registered.
 No refunds after Friday, October 18, 2019. However, a goodie bag for the paid child may be
picked up at the front office on the night of the event.
 Members attending must be in good standings. Members must also be registered in NECA’s
security access system, or the applicable guest fees will be charged for this event.

2.

Happy Holidays
Bring your family and friends to enjoy good food, live entertainment, and a chance to win
awesome door prizes, one per household.
Date: Sunday, December 8, 2019
Time: 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Place: Recreation Hall
More information will be released in the upcoming weeks. Thank you for your patience.
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Free Activities for Members Only: Registration is Required
Call the Recreation Center at (808) 487-3806 for more information.
Fly Tying Made Easy (Members only)
Days: Mondays, begins September 16, 2019
Time: 6-7:30 p.m., Arts and Crafts Room
Instructor: Tim Cashdollar
Pickleball (Members only)
Days: Wednesdays A.M. and P.M.
Time: 8:30-10:30 a.m., Tennis Courts
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m., Tennis Courts
Zumba (Guest fees apply)
Days: Mondays
Time: 7-8 p.m., Recreation Hall
Instructor: Grace Hada
Aerobics (Guest fees apply)
Days: Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays
Time: 6:15-7:15 p.m. T,TH and 8-9 a.m. SAT., Recreation Hall
Instructor: Cyn Okido
Hanafuda (Guest fees apply)
Days: Tuesdays
Time: 1-4 p.m., Upstairs Lounge
Coordinator: Dan Chamizo
Tuesdays Line Dancing (Guest fees apply)
Time: 10-11:30 a.m., Recreation Hall
Instructor: Elena Lucas
Yoga (Guest fees apply)
Days: Fridays
Time: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Upstairs Lounge
Instructor: Keith Howe

Paid Class
Osteo-Cise (Members only)
Days: Tuesdays
Time: 2-2:45 p.m., Recreation Hall
Instructor: Marcie Nowack
Please see instructor for cost.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Newtown Neighborhood Security Watch (NNSW) Program
Submitted by NNSW Program Coordinator Kathy Ebey
Happy “almost” to the end of summer heat! The good thing about the heat is that it actually seemed to
have slowed down the “bad” guys. Since preparing my last article, almost three months ago, we have experienced
only 17 reported crimes in our entire Newtown Estates Community Association neighborhood! Here are the
numbers: 5-burglaries, 8-thefts, 2-car thefts, and 2-car break-ins. GREAT JOB EVERYONE! Special thank you to all
who help serve our community by being the eyes and ears of the neighborhood.
Members of the Newtown Neighborhood Security Watch (NNSW) Program recently attended a “Meet the
Command” event, sponsored by the Honolulu Police Department (HPD). The event showcased Major Vanig and
several other HPD officers from the District 3 Pearl City Police Station. We met and learned about Major Vanig and
the officers that the NNSW deals with on a regular basis. We were briefed on some of the day-to-day functions
that District 3 personnel are faced to deal with.
At this event, I collected numerous hand-outs pertaining to the safety of our homes, cars, and selves. I
availed myself to each of the hand-outs, so now I have many topics to share with you in this and in upcoming
newsletters, as well as by informative emails distributed to NNSW members throughout the next few months.
The first topic I’m sharing about is the Hawaii’s “Text to 911” service. This service was mentioned in a
previous issue of the newsletter but we know there is always somebody who “doesn’t get the word”, or who is old
like me and just can’t remember the word. Here are some of the most frequently asked questions about Text to
911 along with the answers to these questions:
Q:
A:

What is “Text to 911”?
It is an emergency service provided to all mobile users in Hawaii. It allows someone to use their
activated cell phone to contact the 9-1-1 center via text message instead of calling 9-1-1.

Q:
A:

Should I just text because it’s easier than calling?
No, calling 9-1-1 is faster and provides a more efficient way to relay an emergency to the 9-1-1
dispatcher. Calling 9-1-1 provides the dispatcher with access to your location. Text to 911 should
only be used when you are unable to make a voice call.

Q:
A:

When would that be?
Some examples of when to use Text to 911 are:
You are in a situation where it is not safe to place a voice call to 9-1-1, (an intruder in your home)
You are experiencing a medical emergency that renders you incapable of speaking or hearing
You are unable to call due to being in a location with sporadic cellular voice service
You are unable to speak or hear due to an inflicted injury or physical restraints





Q:
A:

Will the 9-1-1 center automatically know my location?
No, the dispatcher will not automatically receive your location information. Therefore, it is
important for you to provide an accurate address or location in your text.

Q:
A:

What do I do if I need to text?
Simply send a text to the 9-1-1 like you would any other text.
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(continued)
Q:
A:

What do I say in the text?
Include the type of emergency (fire, police, ambulance) and provide your location (as specific as
you can be). Be brief but don’t use uncommon abbreviations. Use plain English. The 9-1-1
dispatcher will respond to let you know your text has been received, and will request any
additional required information.

Q:
A:

Can I send a picture or video of a bad accident I just saw?
No, Text to 911 can only support ordinary text messages and does not allow the dispatcher to
receive any pictures, videos, or emojis.

Q:
A:

Does my phone number have to be a Hawaii phone number to use this service?
No, if you are sending the message from within the State, it will be received by a local 9-1-1
center in Hawaii.

Q:
A:

What if my cell phone has no service associated with it?
Although such phones can still call 9-1-1, they cannot text to 9-1-1. A text message to Text to
911 must be from a text-enabled phone with a current text plan in order to work.

One last thing before I close, the NNSW and the NECA Safety and Security Program will be hosting
another presentation on Thursday, October 17, 2019, see page 1 of this newsletter. Hope you will be able to
join us!

Scouting News
Submitted and written by Nel Miyashiro

Overnight camp at M O K U O LO ʻE Coconut Island
Ever watched the sitcom Gilligan’s Island?
Troop 488 Scouts had an opportunity to camp overnight at Gilligan’s Island, home to the University of Hawai’i
Institute of Marine Biology. After a short briefing from their Researcher Andrew, they took a short boat ride in
groups to the Island, located off of Kane’ohe Bay. The expedition was educational and fun. Each Scout created
their own night plankton light traps using recycled materials. They formed hypotheses, deployed their traps to
collect living plankton, collected data, and discovered their results. The night culminated, as each scout was
required to write a 500-word essay to earn the Oceanography Merit Badge. At rising, the Scouts continued
their trek as they visited the shark enclosures and invertebrate observation table where they were able to touch
some of the living creatures. Photo credit: Ken Nakasone
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Camp Pupukea
Every summer, Aloha Council offers a weeklong camp at Camp Pupukea where scouts have an
opportunity to experience a lifelong journey that reinforces the Scout Oath and Scout Law. The camp allowed the
scout to earn multiple merit badges, learn new scouting skills, enhance current scouting skills, develop new
friendships, and rekindle with fellow scouts. For some scouts, this was their first time on a weeklong camp that
allowed them to develop their character through personal growth, challenges, and successes. Below are some
excerpts of their experiences this summer.
“Pupukea was hot, muggy and fun, but it was one of the more
successful camps because we won the Patrol Competition. As the
Senior Patrol Leader at camp, I was proud of our scouts who really
put their full effort into demonstrating their scouting skills”. ~
Thomas Rivera, Assist Senior Patrol Leader
“This was my first summer camp at Pupukea. We had a great
group and had lots of fun. It was fun to meet other scouts from
around the country. The two most memorable things that
happened were surviving the terrible thunder, lightening & rain
storm and winning the Camp Patrol Competition”. ~ Matthew
Parker, Road Runner Patrol
“Camp Pupukea was fun and exhilarating experience. It was very
educational and I learned a lot, such as swimming, first aid, and
the importance of being in Scouts”. ~Jacob Uyeno, Panther Patrol
“Pupukea was fun even though I struggled and was scared by a
ghost story”. ~ Devon Inabata, Road Runner Patrol

Photo credit: Ken Nakasone, Christine
Parker, and Mel Miyashiro

Camp Makualla, Oregon
Androu Lau, Panther Patrol joined Troop 474 from San Diego as a Provisional Scout for a week long
summer camp in Oregon. His experience camping with another Boy Scout Troop allowed him to develop
personal growth while having fun. He stated, “At Camp Makualla in Oregon we went white water rafting and
spelunking. At white water rafting, we were going through lots of little and big rapids. At spelunking we were
going cave by cave searching for bats and other things”. Photo credit: Linda Lau
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Philmont
Philmont Scout Ranch is the Boy Scouts of America’s largest national high adventure base and training
center. It encompasses 140,177 acres and elevation ranging from 6.500 to 12, 441 feet of rugged mountain
wilderness in Sangre de Cristo range of the Rock Mountains in northeastern New Mexico. Five Scouts
accompanied by Mr. Ryan Ota, Assistant Scout Master and Dr. Mark Burnett, Assistant Scout Master represented
Troop 488. They backpacked across more than 30 miles utilizing their map and compass skills through rugged,
rocky trails before reaching their base to camp. Their week long adventure was rewarding as they worked in a
lumber yard, panned for gold, threw tomahawks (axe throwing) played mountain ball and, shot .50 caliber black
powder muskets. They expanded the hiking trails as a Good Turn service project for other scouts to continue
backpacking in the same trails that they have trekked. Each scout shared their excerpts below so we may live
through their experiences.
“ Philmont was an amazing
experience and I will never forget
that great journey I had with my
crew there”. ~Joshua Burnett,
Senior Patrol Leader
“Philmont was tough. Pack lightyou don’t need it. Don’t quit because
it’s worth it”
~Rylan Nakasone, Cobra Patrol
Leader
“Philmont was beautiful from the
edge of the woods to the clear
rivers. This was an adventure of a
lifetime” ~ Wyatt Ota, Road
Runner Patrol
“Philmont was an eye opening
experience that allowed me to
challenge myself. I learned a lot of
new skills like, Bear Bags and Team
Building”. ~ Brady Kaya, Panther
Patrol
Although Philmont was very
challenging physically and mentally,
but when you summited Mount
Baldy and saw the views, it was
more than worth it” ~ Patrick
Davis, Panther Patrol

Photo credit: Ryan Ota and Dr. Mark Burnett
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Photo credit: Ryan Ota and Dr. Mark Burnett

Service Project: The Bennett Foundation-Gauntlet Football Camp
Troop 488 Scouts and Mrs. Michelle Nater,
Assistant Scout Master assisted in The Michael
Bennett Foundation-Gauntlet Football Camp this
year. They spent 2- 4 hours manning the hydration
stations ensuring that more than 600 children ages 718 years old drank water while participating in
football drills and exercises. They exemplified what
Michael Bennett’s philosophy of paying it forward
means “give back to kids who someday will be leaders
in their society and will need people to plant the
seed”. Thank you for your service in assisting these
kids. Photo credit: Nel Miyashiro

***The Boy Scout Troop meets every Friday evening at 7:30 p.m. in the
Arts & Crafts room, unless otherwise noted. Boys ages 11 to 17 years
interested in joining the Troop, please call or text Mr. Albert Riviera,
Scoutmaster, at 808.292.8331, or email: acr25info@hawaii.rr.com
***Boys ages 5 to 10 years interested in joining the Cub Scout Pack
and for their meeting schedule, please call or text Mr. Ryan Ota, at
808.284.4350, or email: ryanhota@gmail.com

