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ASSOCIATION NEWS
Congratulations to the 2018-2019 NECA Board
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The Newtown Estates Community Association held its annual
meeting on Wednesday, August 1, 2018. Congratulations to the three
directors who were elected to the NECA Board of Directors. Thank you to
those who attended and to all who submitted proxy forms. NECA would
also like to thank Dean Lim from the office of G. Ushijima, CPA LLC.,
Hawaiian Properties staff members – Property Manager John Jepsen, Lori
Jessee, Jerrie Goto, and NECA staff members for their assistance and
presence at the Annual Meeting. The NECA Board of Directors looks
forward to another successful year in serving our community as the 20182019 NECA Board of Directors. The election results follow:
Elected to the Board (3)
Gordon Matsuoka (re-elected)
Robert Lee (re-elected)
Richard Yamasaki (re-elected)

Position
President
Director
Director

Term Expires
2021
2021
2021

Remaining Board Members (6)
Wallace Kazama
Sean Okamoto
Joy Uchida
Howard Ishizuka
Hiram Lau
Faye Nishimura

Position
Vice-President
Director
Director
Secretary
Treasurer
Director

Term Expires
2020
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
Pictured are the
members of the 20182019 NECA Board of
Directors: (front row, left
to right) Director Joy
Uchida, President
Gordon Matsuoka,
Directors Faye Nishimura
and Richard Yamasaki,
(back row, left to right)
Secretary Howard
Ishizuka, Director Robert
Lee, Treasurer Hiram
Lau, Vice President
Wallace Kazama, and
Director Sean Okamoto.
Mahalo for your service
to the community!
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A Message from the General Manager
September 1, 2018, marked the beginning of a new fiscal year for the Newtown Estates Community
Association (NECA). The Board of Directors along with committee members from seven (7) different committees,
and staff will continue to work on ways to improve the facilities of the Recreation Center, its’ surrounding areas,
and other aspects of NECA.
Currently, work is being conducted to repair the rotting beams and replace the railings of the Upstairs
Lounge. Also, the Building & Grounds Committee has taken on the task to renovate the Upstairs Lounge.
Specifications of this new project are being drawn to include new flooring, a new bar area with a refrigerator,
painting of the walls, new lighting and electrical fixtures, and new window coverings.
There are six (6) other committees chaired by Directors that will be busy this fiscal year addressing the
following:







Architectural Committee- protects the visual character of the community
Covenant Enforcement- enforces the Master Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions
(MDCCR) and the Architectural Rules & Guidelines (ARG)
Budget & Finance- exams all financial matters related to the operations of the Association
Greenbelt- responsible for activities occurring in the Greenbelt
Membership Policy/Program- develops rules and regulations governing the use of the fixed assets of the
Recreation Center; approves activities/classes and plans the special events
Personnel- develops and evaluates the personnel policies and staffing needs of the Association

Thank you for your continued cooperation in following the rules and guidelines of the Recreation Center
and in the community.
Should you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to
neca@hawaii.twcbc.com. Thank you.
Sincerely, D. Jang and Board of Directors

Board of Directors Meetings, Motions through June 2018





Motion to Approve:
HONBLU’s proposal to digitalize the architectural
plans of homeowners at a cost of $10,000
United General Contracting’s proposal to repair the
the upstairs lounge balcony and to replace the railing
(hot-dipped galvanized) at a cost of $58,175, with a
15% allowance up to $8,726.25 to cover any unforeseen
problems
Air Conditioning Concepts, LLC.’s proposal to install
a new 3-ton air conditioning unit for the back offices
at a cost of $9,905.76 plus tax

Result
Passed

Voting by Directors
9 in favor/0 opposed

Passed

9 in favor/0 opposed

Passed

8 in favor/0 opposed

The Newtown Estates Community Association Board meetings are scheduled on the first Wednesday of
each month. Board meetings are held at the Recreation Center and begin promptly at 7 p.m. All homeowners are
welcome to attend. Please complete the attendance sheet as you enter the Upstairs Lounge.
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Architectural Design and Covenant Enforcement Department
“Dear NECA Corner”
The Architectural Design and Covenant Enforcement Department would like to introduce the “Dear
NECA Corner.” This column will address questions regarding architectural and covenant issues posed by
homeowners and residents of the Newtown Estates Community Association (NECA).
Dear NECA,
Where is it written that I am in violation if my
property isn’t properly maintained? –Not a
Professional Landscaper
Dear Not a Professional Landscaper,
Please refer to the NECA Master Declaration of
Covenants, Conditions, & Restrictions (MDCCR),
Article III, Section 3.02 (d); “Each lot and any and
all improvements from time to time located
thereon shall be maintained by the Owner
thereof in good and clean condition…”
Dear NECA,
My house was built in the 1970's. Does NECA
have any information on whether my house
contains asbestos? –No Surprises
Dear No Surprises,
Asbestos was widely used between 1920 and
1989. Please contact a trained and licensed EPAapproved contractor to analyze the suspected
particles, as well as completing and filing the
necessary paperwork required by the EPA.
Dear NECA,
I live along the right-hand side of the ridge in
the Royal Summit area. I have had both pigs
and goats enter onto my property from the
valley below. What can I do to stop these
animals? -I Am Not a Farmer
Dear I Am Not a Farmer,
The ridge area along the right-hand side of Royal
Summit is privately owned and is not part of
NECA. We recommend inspecting your property
and disposing of any food sources or standing
water which may be attracting the feral animals.

Dear NECA,
A large tree planted in the middle strip on the
sidewalk area is leaning. It also appears that the
tree could fall over with strong winds. What
should I do? –Preparing for Hurricane Season
Dear Preparing for Hurricane Season,
Any concerns regarding the public sidewalk and/or
the sidewalk strip areas need to be addressed with
the Honolulu City & County Side Department of
Planning
and
Permitting
at
http://www.honolulu.gov/dfmroad/drmfaqsrefer.h
tml or calling (808) 768-8159.
Dear NECA,
There is a huge tree growing in the back of my
neighbor’s yard. It has been a while since the
tree was last trimmed. Does NECA have any
rules regarding tree height restrictions? –A Room
without a View
Dear A Room without a View,
NECA does not have any tree height restrictions
and we are unable to enforce any tree concerns
unless it poses an imminent threat to a property.
The nuisance of a tree is a neighbor to neighbor
matter. As good neighbors, it is suggested that
you reach out to your neighbor directly and share
your concern(s). If you find yourself unable to
communicate with your neighbor, you may want
to contact a mediation service such as the
Mediation Center of the Pacific at (808) 521-6767
for further assistance.
If you have a question and would like to have it
addressed by the Architectural Design and
Covenant Enforcement Department, email
neca@hawaii.twcbc.com. Thank you.
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Covenant Enforcement
Yard Signs
Election time is here and a friendly reminder that political signs are not permitted to be displayed on your
property. The NECA Master Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, & Restrictions (MDCCR), Section3.02 (g) states,
“No signs whatsoever, including without limitation, commercial, political or similar signs, visible from neighboring
property shall be erected or maintained upon any lot except:
1.
2.
3.

4.

Such signs as may be required by legal proceedings;
Residential identification signs of a combined total face area of one square foot or less for
each resident;
During the time of construction of any residence or other improvement, job identification
signs having a maximum face area of six square feet per sign and of the type usually employed
by contractors, subcontractors and tradesmen; and
Not more than one “For Sale” or “For Rent” sign having a maximum face area of three square
feet, such sign to refer only to the premises on which it is situated.”

Early Holiday Decorations Reminder
Decorations for special holidays may be installed no sooner than 30 days before the event and are to
be removed no later than 15 days after the event.
Greenbelt
The Greenbelt Committee is continuously working on Albizia trees that pose an imminent threat to homes
bordering the Greenbelt area. If you have any concerns of these types of trees growing in the back of your
homes, please forward a written letter of concern to NECA Greenbelt Committee.
The Greenbelt Committee is also addressing reported activities of homeless persons and feral animals,
such as chickens and pigs, occurring within the Greenbelt.
Homeowners and residents residing in a sub-association who are experiencing problems with feral
animals, please contact and report these issues to your property manager. You may also visit the following link
provided by the Hawaiian Humane Society at https://www.hawaiianhumane.org/chickenresources.
Should you have any questions or concerns, email neca@hawaii.twcbc.com. Thank you.

New USPS Collection Box
Residents concerned with mail theft will now have the option of dropping-off their outgoing mail at the
Recreation Center. Beginning Monday, September 17, 2018, residents may utilize the approved United States
Postal Service collection box located in the lobby area of the Recreation Center. Please note the following before
using:
 NECA is NOT responsible for any lost mail
 Affix proper postage to ALL out-going mail
 Collection box is for letter-size envelopes ONLY
 NO large envelopes or parcels permitted
 NO mail service on days the Recreation Center is closed, including unexpected closure days
 Mail pick up is usually between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., Monday-Saturday

Newtown Quarterly, September-November 2018

Page 5

RECREATION CENTER
Holiday Hours through November 2018
Mark your calendars.
 Discoverers’ Day, Monday, October 8
 Election Day, Tuesday, November 6
 Veterans Day, Sunday, November 11
 Veterans Day (Observed), Monday, November 12
 Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 21
 Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 22

Regular hours (8 a.m. – 9:45 p.m)
Regular hours (8 a.m. – 9:45 p.m.)
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes 6 p.m.
Closes at 4:45 p.m.
CLOSED

Two Upcoming Events – Registration Required
1.
Halloween Happenings
Gather friends and family for a night that’ll spook your senses! Enjoy kid-friendly activities, including
games and crafts, cupcake decorating, and light refreshments!
Date: Friday, October 26, 2018
Time: 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Cost for Members:
First 2 (12 and over): FREE
Additional members (12 and over): $2 PER MEMBER
Children (ages 1 through 11 years): $3 PER CHILD MEMBER
Cost for Guests (must be registered and accompanied by member):
First 2 (12 and over): $3 PER GUEST
Additional guests (12 and over): $5 PER GUEST
Ages 1 through 11 years: $5 PER CHILD GUEST
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN - To register:
 Registration is mandatory for all wishing to participate. NECA will now accept registration
through Sunday, October 19, 2018, or as soon as the first seventy (70) children have been
registered.
 No refunds after Sunday, October 19, 2018. However, the goodie bag for the paid child may be
picked up at the front office on the night of the Halloween Happenings event.
 Members attending must be in good standings registered in NECA’s security access system, or
the applicable guest fee will be charged for this event.

2.

Happy Holidays
Bring your family and friends to enjoy good food, live entertainment, and a chance to win
awesome door prizes, one per household.
Date: Sunday, December 2, 2018
Time: 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Place: Recreation Hall
More information will be released in the upcoming weeks. Thank you for your patience as the
Membership Policy/Program Committee is completing the final details of this seasonal event.
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Free Zumba Anyone?
Zumba: Aerobic fitness program featuring movements inspired by various styles of Latin American
dance. Applicable guest fees apply.
1.
2.

When:
Instructor:
When:
Instructor:

Mondays at 7 p.m.
Grace Hada
Fridays at 5:30 p.m.
Linda Uesugi

Strong by Zumba: A high-intensity (HIIT) workout led by music to motivate you to crush your
ultimate fitness goals. Applicable guest fees apply.
3.

When:
Instructor:

Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Linda Uesugi

Ukulele & Hula Service Projects
Submitted by Diane Kato and Jeanne Fung
The Newtown Strummers, led by Charlie Yang, and the
Halau Hula 'o Newtown, led by Diane Kato and Sandy Gima,
entertained at St. Timothy Senior Care on July 13, Hale Pulama
Mau (Kuakini Adult Day Services) on July 20, and Waipahu
Hongwanji Adult Day Care on July 27. This is the seventh year
that the Newtown Strummers and Halau Hula ‘o Newtown
have partnered to entertain the seniors in care facilities.
If you are interested in learning to play the ukulele or
dance the hula, please visit or call the Recreation Center at
(808) 487-3806 for more information.
Roy Uemura (left) and Ukulele instructor
Charlie Yang (right) are ready for their
performance.

The lovely ladies of Halau Hula o’ Newtown pose for a photo at the
Waipahu Hongwanji Adult Day Care, (left to right, bottom row) Betty
Santoki, Diane Kato, Sandra Gima, Carol Tomita, Linda Uchima, (back
row) Dianne Morihara, Jan Nakashima, Mary Cayetano, Gayle
Yamaguchi, and Violeta Soriano.

Newtown Strummers give a superb performance
(left to right, bottom row) Ernest Hanaumi, Mary
Kurashima, Toni Fong, (middle row) Gloria Shoda,
Claire Sakauye, Louise Chang, (back row) Linda
Uchima, and Betty Santoki.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Newtown Neighborhood Security Watch (NNSW) Program
Submitted by NNSW Program Coordinator Kathy Ebey
YOUR Newtown Neighborhood Security Watch (NNSW) Program is alive and well and going
strong. If you would like to become a part of this vibrant organization, either as a Block Captain or as an
individual member, please send an e-mail to me at weetrees@hawaii.rr.com and I will provide
information on how to do this. I believe we are the largest, organized Neighborhood Security Watch
Program on the Island, encompassing over 2,500 residences which include single family homes, zero-lotline homes, townhomes, and condominiums.
Would you believe that a neighborhood this large would have a total of only 47 reported crimes
(8-burglaries, 18-thefts, 3-car thefts, 15-car break-ins, no robberies, no assaults, 3-property damage, and
no drugs) between January 6, 2018 and now. If you would like to attend one of our meetings, they are
held the 3rd Tuesday in January, March, May, July, September, and November at 7 p.m. in the Recreation
Center kitchen.
On Wednesday, June 20, 2018, the NNSW and the Newtown Estates Community Association
(NECA) joined to sponsor a third Safety & Security Program for Newtown residents at the Recreation
Center. Mr. Robert Harter, a HAZMAT Officer with the City & County of Honolulu Department of
Emergency Management, made a presentation on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harter is an excellent
“presenter” and almost overloaded us with information on planning for/living through/rebuilding after a
major disaster, be it natural or man-made. We all think about the normal stuff -- gas in your car; water
for drinking; water for flushing your toilets; food; medications; flashlights and batteries; “crank” radio;
fuel for BBQ’s and generators; pet supplies; small solar chargers for laptops, smart phones, iPods, Kindles,
etc.; important documents, such as marriage licenses, insurance policies, passports, etc. But have you
thought about saving plastic water jugs to use for pre-storing water in? Or what you are going to do
when the sewage plants stop operating due to loss of electricity? Or how you are going to entertain
yourself or your children when there’s no TV or video games? And what you are going to do with your
trash until trash pick-up is restored? Just some food for thought.
I am sorry to report that the NNSW is losing our current Honolulu Police Department (HPD)
Representative, Officer Kevin Ancog. Officer Ancog was promoted to Corporal and will be transferring to
the police station in Kalihi. We are definitely sad to see Officer Ancog leave and wish him the very best as
he has been an integral part of our NNSW program. We hope to meet our new Representative at our
next meeting on Tuesday, September 18, 2018.
I would like to welcome Malia Jannson to our NNSW family. She will be the Assistant NNSW
Coordinator for Harbor Terrace. Although I have reached out numerous times to our Newtown subassociations, Harbor Terrace is the first to have an Assistant NNSW Coordinator volunteer. Welcome
aboard! If any of our other sub-associations would like to participate, please contact me at my above email address.
That’s it for now. Please stay safe and be careful on the roads as our keiki head back to
school……which means more cars and pedestrians on our streets.
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Hurricane Preparedness – Prepare. Plan. Stay Informed.
Since May 2018, there have been nine (9) hurricanes in the Pacific Ocean, and for Hawaii, the
hurricane season began on June 1 and runs through November 30. With the threat of hurricanes and tropical
storms nearing the Hawaiian Islands, there is no time like the present to get prepared.
Below is a Hurricane Safety Checklist from the American Red Cross:
What should I do?
 Listen for critical information from the National Weather Service or local news.
 Check your disaster supplies and replace or restock as needed.
 Bring in anything that can be picked up by wind (pets, lawn furniture, and potted plants).
 Clear drainage area near and around your home to prevent flooding.
 Close windows and doors, and/or board up with plywood.
 Turn off propane tanks and unplug small appliances.
 Fill your car’s gas tank.
 Create an evacuation plan with your family.
 Turn the refrigerator and freezer to the coldest setting.
 Take pictures of your property.
What supplies do I need?
 Water- at least a 3-day supply; one gallon per person per day
 Food- at least a 3-day supply of non-perishable, easy-to-prepare food
 Flashlights, batteries, multi-purpose tool, manual can opener
 First aid kit
 Medications (7-day supply) and medical items
(hearing aids with extra batteries, glasses, contact
lenses, syringes, cane)
 Sanitation and personal hygiene items
 Copies of personal documents, extra cash
 Family and emergency contact information
 Cell phones and chargers
 Baby supplies (bottles, formula, food, diapers)
 Pet supplies (collar, leash, ID, food, carrier, bowl)
 Tools/supplies for securing your home
 Clothing, towels, blankets
What do I do after a hurricane?
 Continue listening to the National Weather Service or local news.
 Stay alert for extended rainfall and subsequent flooding.
 Drive only if necessary.
 Keep away from loose or dangling power lines.
 Inspect your home for damage. Take photos.
For more information, visit www.redcross.org.

